
THE LAKEWAY CHURCH
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH

What We Believe

IN ESSENTIAL BELIEFS - we have unity.
"There is one Body and one Spirit...there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism and one God and Father of us all..."  Ephesians 4:4-6

IN NON-ESSENTIAL BELIEFS - we have liberty.
"Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters...Who are you to judge someone else's servant?  To his own
master he stands of falls...So then each of us will give an account of himself to God...So whatever you believe about these things, keep between
yourself and God."  Romans 14:1,4,12,22

IN ALL OUR BELIEFS - we show charity.
"...If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge, but also the very secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains - but have
no love, I amount to nothing at all."  1 Corinthians 13:2

THE ESSENTIALS WE BELIEVE

1.    ABOUT GOD.  God is one.  He is the living and true God who is everlasting and infinite in power, wisdom and goodness; the creator
and sustainer of all things, both visible and invisible.  In the unity of God, we experience three persons - the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, who are distinct but inseparable, eternally one in essence and power.  Genesis 1:1,26,27; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2
Corinthians 13:14

2.  ABOUT JESUS CHRIST.  We believe in Jesus Christ as the only begotten Son of God, who is both truly God and truly man.  Jesus is the
eternal Word made flesh who was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.  He came to us as a ministering Servant.  He
lived, suffered, and died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. He was buried, rose from the dead, and ascended to heaven.  He is our
eternal Savior and Mediator, who will one day return to establish God's eternal kingdom, and by Him we will all be judged.  Matthew
1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14,15; 1 Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 1:3,4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14,15; Titus 2:13

3.  ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT.    We believe in the Holy Spirit who proceeds from and is one in being with the Father and the Son.  He
convicts the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment.  He leads those who respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ into the fellowship
of the Church.  He comforts, sustains and empowers the faithful and guides them into all truth.  John 14: 16,17, 16:7-13; Acts 1:8; 1
Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; 2 Corinthians 3:17; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 1:13, 5:18

4.  ABOUT THE BIBLE.  We believe that Scripture is the sole source and criterion for the Christian faith.  The Scripture as originally written
is the inspired Word of God without error, and is the final authority in matters of Christian faith and life.  In Scripture we are met by the
living Christ, and experience His redeeming grace. We believe that Jesus Christ is the living Word of God in our midst whom we trust in life
and death.  Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6;  Proverbs 30:5; 2 Timothy 1:13, 3:16;  2 Peter 1:20,21

 5.  ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS.  People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character.  People are the supreme object of
God's creation.  Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God
called “sin”.   This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in life.  Genesis 1:27, 3:22; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a, 59:1,2;
Romans 3:23

6.  ABOUT JUSTIFICATION AND ASSURANCE.  We believe that God reaches out to the repentant believer with justifying grace and with
accepting and pardoning love.  The shed blood of Jesus Christ and His resurrection provide the only ground for justification and salvation
for all who believe, and only such as receive Jesus Christ are born of the Holy Spirit, and thus, become children of God. This process of
conversion may be sudden and dramatic, or gradual and cumulative.  It marks a new beginning, yet it is part of an ongoing process.  We
embrace the scriptural promise that we can expect to receive assurance of our present salvation as the Spirit "bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God."  John 1:12, 14:6; Romans 5:1, 6:23, 8:14; Galatians 3:26; Ephesians 2:8,9; 1:12; Titus 3:5

7.  ABOUT ETERNAL SECURITY.  Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, the true believer is secure in that salvation for
eternity.  If you have been genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” it.  Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-
effort of the Christian.  It is the grace and keeping power of God that gives us this security. John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25,
10:10,14; 1 Peter 1:3-5

8.  ABOUT ETERNITY.  People were created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God
through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life.  Heaven
and Hell are real places of eternal existence.  John 3:16; Romans 6:23, 8:17-18; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9; Revelation 20:15
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THE LAKEWAY CHURCH
OUR LIFESTYLE STATEMENT

What We Practice

Beliefs are nor worth much unless they are translated into actions.  Based on what the Bible teaches, we feel very strongly about the
following seven practices:

BIBLE AS OUR SOLE AUTHORITY.  “All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”
2 Timothy 3:16  Since God's Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual for living.  Our
first question when faced with a decision is “What does the Bible say?”  We practice daily Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible
memorization.  The Bible is the basis for all we believe.

AUTONOMY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH.  “Christ is the head of His Body, the Church.  He is the source of the Body's life...”  Colossians 1:18  Jesus
Christ is the Lord and Head of the Church, and the local church has the right, under Christ, to decide and govern its own affairs.

PRIESTHOOD OF EVERY BELIEVER.   “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”   1 Peter 2:9  The Bible teaches that every Christian is called
to “full-time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation.  We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging
every member to find a place of service and ministry.  Every believer has direct access to God through prayer and Bible reading.

TITHING.   “A tithe of everything you produce belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”  Leviticus 27:30

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test Me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven  and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3:10

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:7

We practice tithing for the support of Christ's body, the Church, as God commands.  We recognize that giving 10% of our income is the
Biblical standard of giving.

BAPTISM.  “For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ...”  Colossians 2:12
We affirm the baptismal styles of each member's faith background.  Therefore we baptize by sprinkling, pouring and immersion.

BAPTISM STATEMENT OF THE LAKEWAY CHURCH.   We believe that the Sacrament/Ordinance of baptism was established by Christ,
and is a vital sign of God's grace and will for our lives.  Baptism is a sign of profession for those of accountable age.  For infants, it is a sign
of parental and congregational commitment to Christian nurture for an infant.

SPIRIT-LED LIVING.   Jesus said, “I am the Vine, you are the branches.  If you abide in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; but apart from
Me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5  We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God's Power within us.  So we seek to
practice a daily dependence on God's Spirit to enable us to do what is right.  Philippians 2:13, Ephesians 5:18

TELLING OTHERS ABOUT CHRIST.   “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have.”  1 Peter 3:15  It is the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those with whom God brings us into contact.  We
practice personal sharing about Christ and inviting friends to church.  Matthew  28: 19-20
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THE LAKEWAY CHURCH
OUR HISTORY

The first organized Protestant worship services in Lakeway were held in late 1969 in private homes, then moved to a newly-completed
addition of the Lakeway Inn for several years.  At that time, a Catholic group was also meeting at the Inn.  By 1972 these two groups were
conducting regular services and made the unique decision to become an ecumenical church.

Ground-breaking ceremonies were held in December 1973 and on April 6, 1975, the first church building was dedicated at the present
site.  This building was enlarged in 1981, expanded to its current size in 2003 and renovated again in 2006.  The Preschool building was
constructed in 1983 and it too was enlarged in 1988.

The two congregations parted in June 1995, when the Catholic group relocated as the Emmaus Parish and moved into their new church
on Lohman's Crossing.

The year 2000 saw the dedication of our Fellowship Center housing classrooms, choir room, youth room, administration offices and
athletic facilities.  An undreamed-of opportunity appeared in 2002 to purchase the 14.9 acres adjoining the back of the church property.
This land will be used for the future growth of our church.

Construction was begun on a new Children's & Student Center, which opened in January 2010.  This building greatly enhanced both the
Children's Ministry, providing them with a worship area and individual classrooms, as well as a Student Center on the second floor,
including a worship area, media room, classrooms and a coffee bar.  Both ministries have greatly benefited from this building dedicated to
their activities.

From the beginning of just several families, The Lakeway Church has expanded to nearly 600 families, comprised of over 1300 individuals.
We are averaging four new families joining the church every month, many with children or students and many very active members.

The first Contemporary service was added to the two Traditional services in 2001.  To accommodate the ever-expanding and changing
demographics of our church membership, a fourth service, Generation to Generation, was added in 2010, meeting in the Student Worship
area and is attended by many of our vibrant young families.

A driveway connecting the back parking lot of the church with Lohman's Crossing was completed in November of 2012, along with stone
monument signs at both the Lohman's Crossing and Lakeway Blvd. entrances.

The Lakeway Church family of God is alive and well and eagerly spreading the Word in the Lake Travis area!  Join us!

THE LAKEWAY CHURCH GOVERNANCE

The Lakeway Church is governed by a system of Elders and Deacons.

The Elders serve as spiritual overseers of the Church, and as the governing body of the Church.  The Elders oversee the work developed
by the Pastoral Staff, Deacons, Church Staff, various committees and our Church Ministry Teams.  Their responsibilities include:
overseeing the spiritual health of the Church; fostering the Church vision, purpose, and stated beliefs; overseeing the development and
implementation of ministries and programs; and overseeing the business affairs of the Church. The Elders consist of two Pastor Elders
and five Lay Elders.  Lay Elders are elected by the Church members and serve three-year terms.

Deacons and Ministry Team Leaders support and serve the Elders and Pastors in carrying out the work of the Church - both spiritual and
temporal.  They serve as a consistent and dependable volunteer source for the Church, assisting the Pastors and Elders in all aspects of
the Church's ministry.  There may be up to 21 Deacons, each serving a three-year term.
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